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that nothing could be absolutely resolved of till all the gentlemen appeared ; and that, if any other thing besides a declaration of loyalty should be thought necessary, it might be so penned, and with that modesty, that it might satisfy here and not displease above. However, it was fit bis grace should be here at a time of such difficulty.
November 21. He went away, according to his word, declaring nobody had stood by him at this debate but myself, for I had said many things against this way of petitioning. I pressed him to dismiss the horse, but he did not.
November 22. The day being come, and the fatal one, I would not go to the common hall, where the meeting was appointed. Nor, indeed, was I very able, being ill bruised by my horse falling upon me as I came from home; but I heard that, amongst about 100 gentlemen that met, Sir Henry Goodricke spoke to this purpose, that there having been a great endeavour by the Government to bring popery into this kingdom of late years, and to invade the laws many ways, that there was no way to redress grievances of this and other natures but by a free Parliament; and therefore this was the only time to petition the King for it; and a better pattern could not be followed than what the lords spiritual and temporal, or some of them, had done before, which he read there before them. Some differed from him in this matter, as Sir Thomas Yarburgh,1 Sir Lyon Pilking-ton, and one Mr. Stockdalc, who said it ought to be moderated in some expressions, and that at the same time that we petitioned we ought to assure the King to
1 Sir Thomas Yarhurgb. was twico returned member for Pontefract, viz., in 1(585 and 1088. Ilia grand-daughter married Sir John Vanburgh, the architect and dramatist, and it was bolioved by tlio Yorkshire gentry of the Inst century that the character of tho course country squire ridiculed in The Journey to London (tho Sir Francis Wronghead of Cibbor's adaptation, The Provoked Hmbmul) had Sir Thomas Yarburgh for its model, Vanburgh having quarrelled with tlio family.